
Cross Party Group on the Active Travel Act 

Minutes of the meeting held on the 13th November 2018 

12.00 noon to 1.30pm, Seminar Rooms 1&2, Pierhead Building 

Present: see attached list 

Welcome and Introductions: Lee Waters AM (Chair) welcomed people to the meeting, members present 

were then asked to introduce themselves to the meeting. 

Transport for Wales’ Approach to Active Travel 

The Chair welcomed the guest speaker, James Price, Chief Executive Officer of Transport for Wales (TfW).  

James Price gave a short introduction to the role of Transport for Wales, emphasising its commitment to 

enabling active travel, a Wales wide commitment not restricted to its rail operations.  He introduced 

Matthew Gilbert who had been recently appointed as TfW’s Active Travel Lead.  The ensuing, wide-ranging 

discussion raised the following issues: There was a need for effective monitoring of the standards of new 

infrastructure and its compliance with the Design Guidance, was this to be TfW’s role, had TfW’s active 

travel role been made clear by Welsh Government? It was vital that active travel was integrated into all 

aspects of the transport system and given a high priority.  Concern was expressed about the number of bikes 

the new rolling stock would be able to carry, leading to a discussion about the extent to which schemes such 

as Nextbike could substitute for people’s own bikes.  The appointment of Mathew Gilbert was welcomed but 

there was concern over whether one person could cope with TfW’s active travel ambitions; would there be 

sufficient resources?  Parking at railway stations: would providing adequate, secure cycle parking be given 

priority over expanding car parking?  Would TfL be making full use of data to plan active travel provision, 

perhaps by developing a mobile app like Transport for London?  A number of members stressed the 

importance of 20mph speed limits as a means of encouraging active travel, would TfW take a policy 

position?  Members pointed out that a default 20mph speed limit in urban areas would be far cheaper to 

implement than doing so ward by ward. 

In his responses James Price, along with Geoff Ogden, made the following points: the importance of looking 

at the actual experience of people trying to walk and cycle, not just figures on length of infrastructure.  As 

with rail we should be aiming for world standard active travel infrastructure.  TfW would have a role in 

bringing together the key practitioners in active travel to ensure better coordination.  He would welcome 

calls for Welsh Government to give TfW a clearer role in enabling active travel.  He said Welsh Government 

was considering how they could enhance the organisation’s accountability over and above that provided by 

the board, he emphasised their commitment to transparency.  He would welcome a revision of the Active 

Travel Act that included TfW amongst the bodies obligated by the Act.  New rolling stock had been ordered 

but the configuration of the carriages had yet to be determined, he would welcome lobbying on what that 

configuration should be.  TFW would be meeting with Nextbike shortly.  There is a TfW budget for active 

travel and that can be reviewed if resources are insufficient.  TfW did not want to develop new apps but 

would be using data that was available to improve transport planning.  James Price undertook to discuss the 

20mph issue with Welsh Government and asked for further information on a proposal for a 20mph limit near 

a railway station. 

Update on Planning Policy Wales 

Lindsey Brown of the Planning Policy Wales Working Group reported on the meeting that the group had held 

with Welsh Government planning officials.  The officials had been very receptive to the arguments put in 

favour of a more rigorous requirement for active travel infrastructure in developments.  A further meeting 



was to be held to discuss the National Development Framework.  Following a meeting with the Chair and 

Secretary of the CPG, the Cabinet Secretary for Energy, Planning and Rural Affairs had issued a letter to local 

authority planning officials emphasising the importance of the planning system in the delivery of active 

travel and stating her commitment to reducing reliance on the private car.  Members stressed the 

importance of ensuring the letter was circulated as widely as possible. 

Pathway to Decarbonisation 

The Secretary circulated a copy of the submission the Group had made to Welsh Government’s consultation 

“Achieving our low-carbon pathway to 2030”.  He expressed serious concern over the unambitious active 

travel targets in the Welsh Government document, which in the case of cycling amounted to just 10% of 

people cycling once a week, this contrasted with Scotland’s ambition of 10% of all journeys being by bike.  

He also pointed out that the document contained no provision for modal shift towards sustainable transport 

and failed to mention the impact of the South Wales Metro.  There was further concern at the suggestion 

that electric vehicles should be allowed to use bus lanes. 

Active Travel Funding 

A report was given on the recent announcement of £10m of investment from the Active Travel Fund.  Whilst 

the investment was welcome, there was concern over the way in which the funding was prioritised, which 

did not seem to be focussed on obtaining the maximum increase in active travel, or on developing complete 

networks.  The importance of the role of local campaign groups in scrutinising investment was emphasised. 

Annual Meeting Business 

Election of Chair: Lee Waters AM was nominated, seconded and elected unopposed. 
Election of Secretary: Chris Roberts was nominated, seconded and elected unopposed. 
 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The minutes were accepted. 

The Chair thanked everyone for their attendance asked people to send in suggestions for future activities 

for the Group and closed the meeting.  



Attendees: 

First Name Surname Organisation 

Rhyn ap Iorwerth Assembly Member 

John Griffiths Assembly Member 

Julie Morgan Assembly Member 

Jenny Rathbone Assembly Member 

Lee Waters Assembly Member 

Zoë Bateman (Representing Jenny Rathbone AM) 

Nancy Cavill (Representing Julie Morgan AM) 

Peter Wong (Representing Jenny Rathbone AM) 

Anne Adams King Welsh Cycling 

Ken Barker Cardiff Cycle Campaign 

Andrew Bold Transport for Wales 

Steve Brooks Sustrans Cymru 

Rebecca Brough Ramblers Cymru 

Lindsey Brown PPW Working Group 

Richard Brunstrom Cycling UK North Wales 

Shea Buckland Jones IWA 

Duncan Dollimore Cycling UK 

Owain Griffiths Cycling RCT 

Nick Guy Wheelwrights 

Rhiannon Hardiman Living Streets 

Meryl James Julie Morgan AM 

Ellen Jones Sustrans Cymru 

Richard Keatinge Beicio Bangor 

David McCullough Ramblers Cymru 

Hugh McKay Cycling UK Vale of Glamorgan 

Olivia McKeone Sustrans Cymru 

Craig Mitchell WLGA 

David Naylor Wheelwrights 

Geoff Ogden Transport for Wales 

Gwenda Owen Cardiff Cycle City 

James Price Transport for Wales 

Matt Price PPW Working Group 

Chris Roberts Secretary CPGATA 

Phil Snaith Carmarthenshire Cycle Forum 

Tom Wells Cycling UK Cardigan 

Caro Wild Cardiff City Council 

 


